AMERICAN COUNCIL OF THE BLIND OF TEXAS, INC.

BYLAWS

As amended September 17, 2006
BYLAW I

MEMBERSHIP


Any person who has reached the age of 18 years and has a special interest in blindness may apply for membership in the American Council of the Blind of Texas, although the majority must be blind or visually impaired. There are four categories of membership; members of a local chapter, members of an affiliated group, members at large, and sustaining members.


A.  CHAPTERS:  A local chapter consists of ten (10) or more members residing in a specific geographic area of the State. For example: Dallas, Austin, Houston or the Panhandle area. A local group may apply for chapter status when ten (10) or more members wish to become a chapter of ACBT. The group must submit a complete list of members (names, addresses, and phone numbers), a copy of their Constitution and Bylaws, and dues of seven dollars ($7.00) per member to the ACBT President, and a duplicate copy to the ACBT Secretary, at least sixty (60) days prior to the board meeting during which the application is to be considered. A majority of board members must approve the application before the chapter can be certified. A person may not be a member of more than one (1) chapter at a time.


B.  AFFILIATES:  An affiliated group consists of ten (10) or more individuals having a special interest such as American Association of Visually Impaired Attorneys, Randolph Shepherd Vendors of America, or Library Users of America. In order to apply for affiliate status in ACBT, the group must submit a complete list of members (names, addresses, and phone numbers), a copy of their Constitution and Bylaws, and membership dues of two dollars ($2.00) * per member to the ACBT President, and a duplicate copy to the ACBT Secretary, at least sixty (60) days prior to the board meeting during which the application is to be considered.


(* See the exception in Bylaw 3.) A majority of board members must approve the application before the affiliate can be certified. An affiliate group may have members throughout the state of Texas and an individual may be a member of a chapter and one or more affiliate at any one time.


C.  MEMBERS AT LARGE:  Any person who has reached the age of 18 years and who is not a certified member of a chapter of the American Council of the Blind of Texas may apply for membership-at-large. Such applications shall be made to the Treasurer using the approved application form and shall be accompanied by the first year's dues of eight dollars ($8.00) per member. A majority of the members-at-large must be blind or visually impaired.


D.  SUSTAINING MEMBERS:  Any individual or business or organization (public, private, or civic) having a special interest in services for people who are blind or visually impaired may become a sustaining/supporting member by paying minimum annual dues of fifty dollars ($50.00). Sustaining membership is a viable way for individuals, businesses, and organizations to demonstrate their support for the council and its mission.
BYLAW II

VOTING


Each certified member of ACBT who is registered and in attendance at a state convention shall be entitled to one vote on any issues being considered by the convention. Each chapter and affiliate must provide a certified alphabetical list of members (names, addresses, and phone numbers) to the Treasurer not less than forty-five (45) days prior to the convention. If a chapter or affiliate fails to comply with this requirement the non-compliance shall result in revocation of the chapter or affiliates charter. In that event the individual members may become members-at-large by completing the approved application form and paying their dues.

BYLAW III

DUES


ACBT dues are paid on a calendar year basis. Chapter and affiliate dues must be paid by February 15th of each year. Dues received after October 1 shall apply for the remainder of the current year and the following year. Each chapter and affiliate may set the amount of its annual dues, although the per capita dues to ACBT will be seven dollars ($7.00) * per member.


(* Exception - In the event an affiliated group is in an affiliate status with the ACBT and has paid their three dollars ($3.00) ACBT National dues to ACBT, the affiliate will pay dues of two dollars ($2.00) to ACBT.)


Any affiliate which is also affiliated with an American Council of the Blind National affiliate and which pays its per capita dues to ACB through such national affiliate shall pay dues to ACBT at the rate of two dollars ($2.00) per member.


Dues for members-at-large are ten dollars ($10.00) per year and must be paid not later than February 15th each year. The Treasurer shall notify in writing each chapter, each affiliate, and each member-at-large of the deadline for receiving dues.


Not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date dues are payable, the Treasurer shall notify in writing each chapter, affiliate, and member-at-large of the deadline for receiving dues and required membership list.

BYLAW IV

DUTIES OF OFFICERS


A.  The President shall serve as executive head of ACBT and perform the following duties:

1. Enforce the provisions of the Constitution, Bylaws, Resolutions and policies adopted by the members or Board of Directors.

2. Serve as chairman of the Board of Directors and as an ex-officio member of all committees.

3. Exercise all functions entrusted to the President by the members and the Board of Directors.

4. Appoint members of standing committees and other committees as may be necessary for successful operation of ACBT.

5. Remove any member of a committee who fails to perform properly and appoint a successor.

6. Assume responsibility for all employees of ACBT and for the selection and dismissal of employees.

7. Appoint a Sergeant-at-Arms and a Parliamentarian.

8. Appoint a sighted assistant to the Secretary and Treasurer when deemed necessary.

B.  The First Vice-President shall, during the absence or disability of the President, have all the authority and perform all the duties of the President. He shall be Chairman of the Membership Committee and perform any other duties as may be prescribed by the President.

C.  The Second Vice-President shall be fund raising coordinator and the coordinator of all grant writing efforts.


D. The Secretary shall perform the following duties:

1. Perform all duties pertaining to that office and all duties assigned                                                     by the President, the Board of Directors, or the members in convention assembled.

2. Make recordings of all procedures and keep minutes of all meetings of the members in convention assembled and of the Board of Directors.

3. The Secretary or President shall sign together with the Treasurer all checks and vouchers of the American Council of the Blind of Texas.

4. Provide to each chapter and affiliate and member-at-large a summary of all official actions taken at each convention or meeting of the Board of Directors as soon as possible after each convention or meeting of the Board of Directors.

5. Maintain a roll of the certified voting members of each chapter, affiliate, and the members-at-large.

6. Surrender all books, records, and minutes to the newly elected secretary.

E.  The Treasurer shall be the custodian of all funds of this organization and perform the following duties:

1. Keep accurate business books and records showing the financial transactions of this organization.

2. Deposit all funds in a bank or financial institution designated by the Board of Directors.

3. Sign together with the Secretary or President all checks and vouchers disbursing money and keep records thereof.

4. Submit books and records for inspections to any officer of this organization or any current member requesting such inspection at any reasonable time.

5. Submit books to any auditor designated by the President or the Board of Directors.

6. Perform such other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the President.

7. Furnish a surety bond in a form and amount as prescribed by the Board of Directors.

8. Forward to the Secretary the names and addresses of the voting members as dues are received.

9. Furnish a financial report at each meeting of the Board of Directors and at each convention.

10. Prepare and submit an annual budget to the Board of Directors. Once a budget has been adopted by the board it cannot be altered except by a two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors.

11. At the end of the term surrender all funds, books, and records to the incoming Treasurer.

F.   The Immediate Past President shall serve as consultant and advisor to any officer or ACBT member who requests advice or consultation.

BYLAW V

FISCAL YEAR

ACBT fiscal year shall be from June 1 of the current year to May 31 of the following year.

BYLAW VI

STANDING COMMITTEES

Standing Committees shall consist of:

Constitution and Bylaws


Membership

Resolution




Credentials

Finance and Budget


Publicity

Projects




Nominating

Legislative




Awards and Scholarships
