Software Toolkit 

Screen Readers
Screen reader software is especially useful for those who are blind or visually impaired and have a need to have text read from documents, e-mail and websites.   

NVDA (NonVisual Desktop Access)
NVDA is the only screen reader for Microsoft Windows that is totally free, yet fully functional and portable.  You can download it to your PC or to portable media such as a USB Stick which you can use with any computer at home, school or work.  
Download it now by visiting http://www.nvaccess.org/download
Note: You will be given the opportunity to make a donation to the NVDA Project, however if you are unable to donate you can tab down to the "skip donation this time" link and proceed to download.  You can also access tutorials to assist you in learning how to use NVDA. 

Thunder
Thunder is award winning free screen reader talking software for people with little or no sight.  It works well with Microsoft Windows XP, Windows Vista, and Windows 7.   
Download Thunder by visiting http://www.screenreader.net/index
Note: You will also be able to access the Thunder manual and audio tutorials. 

Other Screen Readers
JAWS (Job Access with Speech)
This product was developed for computer users whose vision loss prevents them from seeing screen content.  JAWS reads aloud what's on the PC screen and gives the user a unique set of intelligent tools for navigating and accessing Web pages and screen content.
Sold by Freedom Scientific (800) 444-4443
http://www.freedomscientific.com 

System Access
This fully accessible screen reader is useful at home, in school and on the job.  It is the key to popular applications for any person who may be blind or visually impaired.  Stay on top of your e-mail inbox, take control of PowerPoint presentations, balance spreadsheet records, read and write comprehensive reports, and navigate the web.
Provided by Serotek Corporation (866) 202-0520
http://www.serotek.com 

Window Eyes
This product can read everything on the screen to assist blind and visually impaired computer users in accessing e-mail, documents, internet and more.  It's accessible with Windows PC and network platforms.
Provided by GW Micro (260) 489-3671
http://www.gwmicro.com 

Other Useful Software
Kurzweil 1000 
This product allows blind or visually impaired PC users to scan and convert files, it reads allowed, great for writing and editing documents, serves as a note taker, outlines text, and it's useful for performing simple form completion with optical character recognition (OCR) technology.  
Provided by Kurzweil Educational Systems (800) 894-5374
http://www.kurzweiledu.com 

OpenBook
This scanning and reading software converts printed documents and graphics-based text into an electronic text format on your PC, using quality speech and the latest optical character recognition (OCR) technology.  
Sold by Freedom Scientific (800) 444-4443 
http://www.freedomscientific.com 

Talking Toolbox by Marvel Soft
The toolbox provides a Talking Notepad, Address Book, Calendar, Post Office, Alarm Clock and CD Player.
Provided by Future Aids, the Braille Superstore (800) 987-1231
http://www.braillesuperstore.com 

ZoomText Magnifier
This product will enlarge and enhance everything on your computer screen with perfect clarity, making all your applications easy to see and use.

ZoomText Magnifier Reader
This product includes all of the great features of ZoomText Magnifier and will additionally read aloud anything on your computer screen.  Sit back as e-mail, documents and webpages are read aloud right through your computer speakers.   
Provided by AI Squared (800) 859-0270
http://www.aisquared.com 

Free Downloadable Software
Apache Open Office (The Free Award Winning Open Productivity Suite)
This suite includes a Windows compatible word processor (Writer), spreadsheet (Calc), powerful presentations (Impress), database (Base), along with Draw and Math features.
Download your free copy of this software suite by visiting http://www.openoffice.org 

Treepad Lite (A Free Personal Information Management Tool)
TreePad Lite is an award-winning Personal Information Manager for Windows (and Linux/Wine).  It's fun & easy to use, small in size, yet very powerful.  It is also fully portable.  TreePad Lite can be used to store, edit, search, organize and browse any type of textual data, such as: notes, emails, articles, links, phone numbers, addresses, scraps pasted from the Web, etc.
Provided by Freebyte.com
Download your free copy by visiting http://www.treepad.com, then tab down to the introduction of TreePad Lite.  TreePad Lite Freeware!
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VoiceOver (Screenreader for Apple products)
VoiceOver is screen reading software that is included for free in all Apple products including Macintosh computers, iPhones, iPads, iPod Touch, and Apple TV. It may be turned on and off on any device at any time permitting easy exchange with sighted users. It is maintained by Apple and thus updated with system software updates. Apple Care, a special phone number available for blind owners of Apple equipment, helps individuals with problems and takes reports of bugs.
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